
Space is a contested domain for its very nature and today it is evidently
becoming an increasingly important enabler of economic and military power. An
increasing number of actors, infrastructures and technologies deployed in
space also raises concerns for safety and security, especially in cyberspace.
Many countries are striving to achieve space capabilities and autonomous
access  to  space,  and  this  is  having  a  tremendous  geopolitical  impact,
especially since space is emerging as an increasingly critical military and
strategic  domain.  The  development  of  the  new  space  economy,  which  is
increasingly involving the private sector and many industrial actors and
services, will also be a game changer for the international economy. The
space race likewise implies disruptive technologies that could contribute
massively to the energy and digital transitions, accelerating solutions that
could benefit humanity. A new international governance system for space is
therefore needed urgently, considering that the current rules are no longer
able to respond to a sector evolving at such a rapid pace. Which actors are
leading the race? Which economic sectors could benefit the most and what
could the new space economy mean for the world? How is space emerging as a
military domain against a backdrop of increasing international tensions? What
would a new system of global governance for space look like?
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